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Dear Joan 
 
I wrote to you and to the Conveners of the Finance and Constitution Committee and the 
Education and Skills Committee on 17 October to alert your committees to the meeting of the 
Ministerial Forum (EU Negotiations). I am now writing to report on the Scottish Government’s 
actions from that meeting and provide you with a copy of the Joint Communiqué agreed at the 
meeting. 
 
The fifth meeting of the Ministerial Forum (EU Negotiations) took place on Monday 22 October 
in London. The Ministers attending were:  
 

• From UK Government: the Minister for the Constitution, Chloe Smith MP; the Parliamentary 
Under Secretary of State at the Department for Exiting the EU, Robin Walker MP; Minister 
of State for Universities, Science, Research and Innovation, Sam Gyimah MP; and the 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Arts, Heritage and Tourism, Michael Ellis MP.  

• From the Scottish Government: the Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans, 
Graeme Dey MSP; and the Minister for Further Education, Higher Education and Science, 
Richard Lochhead MSP. 

• From the Welsh Government: Minister for Housing and Regeneration, Rebecca Evans AM 
and the Cabinet Secretary for Education, Kirsty Williams AM. 

 
In the absence of Ministers from the Northern Ireland Executive, senior civil servants from the 
Northern Ireland Civil Service were in attendance. 

 
At the meeting the Forum received an update on the negotiations between the UK and EU. I 
asked for further clarity on the outstanding issues in the negotiations and the process by which 
the devolved administrations will be engaged on any final agreement between the EU and UK. 
It is essential for trust between governments that we are given the opportunity in particular to 
consider any political declaration on the framework for the future relationship before it enters 
the public domain.   
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The Forum discussed the UK Government’s proposals for cooperative accords on science and 
innovation, culture and education and space. Both the Minister for Further Education, Higher 
Education and Science and I emphasised the benefit that EU membership has brought to 
Scotland in the areas the proposed accords cover. These would provide a framework for future 
collaboration and engagement between the EU and the UK across the relevant areas, however 
there remains a worrying degree of uncertainty over their scope.   
 
Mr Lochhead and I underlined that full participation in EU funding programmes and a suitable 
mobility framework are crucial if these accords are to fulfil their aim to maintain the existing 
levels of collaboration. Institutions and projects will simply be unable to attract the same 
diversity of talent if EU citizens are unable to travel and work, even temporarily, in the UK.  
 
We also highlighted Scottish stakeholders’ concerns about the UK Government’s broader 
approach to the negotiations on these matters. For example, data from the Autumn 2017 
International Student Barometer indicates that 56% of current EU students said that Brexit 
would make them less likely to choose to study in the UK if they made the decision again. 
Finally, we stressed the importance of full engagement with the Scottish Government in the 
design and negotiation of these accords in view of our devolved responsibilities in these areas.  
 
Finally, under AOB, I raised the issue of outstanding actions from previous meetings of the 
Ministerial Forum. It is essential that these meetings are meaningful and that commitments 
and actions from the meetings are followed through on. This is something I stressed at the 
meeting, and will continue to monitor closely.  
 
I attach the Joint Communiqué which was agreed at the meeting. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

GRAEME DEY 
 

http://www.lobbying.scot/

